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where every home is jacked into the 
internet with hi-soeed transmission, and 
widescreen is the accepted format for 
every form of digital video media. 


. where a flight from New York to Tokyo 
is just under four hours, and Boston to Los 
Angeles is a daily commute. 


. where the beaches along the Great 
Lakes are far more valuable waterfront 
property than the ocean fronts of either 
coastline, by virtue of the abundance of 
fresh water versus the lack thereof. 


. where there are only two kinds of 
people -- those that matter -- and every- 
one else! 


Or, to put it another way, there’s THE 
LOST ONES -- and then there’s you! 
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yw WHERE 00 YOU COME FROM? 
cow] WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 


THESE ARE QUESTIONS 
WE ALL ASK OF OURSELVES 
AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER. 


yar WHILE SOME CAN TRACE THEIR FAMILY 
LINEAGE BACK HUNOREOS OF YEARS, 

THERE ARE THOSE WHO LITERALLY 

se HAVEN'T A CLUE WHO THEIR PARENTS ARE. 
bd 


THEN THERE ARE THOSE BORN TO WEALTH 

ANO PRIVELEGE, THEIR LIVES PREOETERMINED, 

’ ya WHILE THE MAJORITY STRUGGLE MERELY 
4 TO SURVIVE ANOTHER DAY. 


a 
Y a FOR A SELECT FEW, 
van BORN WITHOUT AN AWARENESS OF 
j WHERE THEY CAME FROM, BUT WITH 
4 AN ABILITY TO RESHAPE A WORLD, 
=I THEY NOW FIND THEMSELVES AT THE 


MOST IMPORTANT CROSSROADS 
OF THEIR LIVES. 


THIS 1S THEIR STORY. 


SOME PEOPLE THINK THE AAS7 IS WHATEVER JUST TOOK PLACE, THE 
PRESENT \S WHAT'S HAPPENING, ANDO THE A“7URE ONLY SOMETHING 
TO LOOK FORWARD TO, VERY RARELY IF EVER LINKING CAUSE ANDO EFFECT. 


| WAS LIKE THAT IY SELF. 


ESPECIALLY WHEN | WAS A YOUNG PUNK |IN SCHOOL. 
SPENDING MORE TIME GOOFING AROUND WITH MY 

FRIENDS, PLAY/VG VIDEO GAMES FOR HOURS ON 
END, OR MAJORING IN AFTER-SCHOOL SPORTS. 


HISTORY SEEMED SO 
BORING BACK THEN. 


CONSIDER THE MORNING 
OF JULY Zh, 1795. MY & 
FATHER HADN'T EVEN 
BEEN BORN YET, BUT 4 
IT WAS BACK THEN 

THAT EVEW7S WERE 
SET IN MOTION THAT ~ eo) ae 
WOULD AFFECT My LIFE. SO FE 


HARRY S$ TRUMAN, OUR RECENTLY SWORN-IN FJFZRO 
PRESICENT, NAS SITTING AT HIS DESK IN A VILLA HE 
OCCUPIED WHILE ATTENDING THE FO7SLAM 

CONFERENCE WITH BRITISH PRIME MINISTER WINSTON 
CHURCHILL AND SOVIET DICTATOR JOSEPH STALIN... 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| RECEIVED WORD THAT THE COURSE 
| |}OF HUMAN HISTORY HAO ENTERED 
1A NEW ERA... 


WHATEVER 7HOUGHTS TRUMAN HAD 
UPON READING THE COMMUNIQUE HE 
NEVER RECORDED. WHAT WE £0 
KNOW, HOWEVER, IS WHAT HE OID WEA... 


x 


A\ 


AND WITH THAT SIGNED ORDER, TRUMAN HAO CETERMINED THE FUTURE 
FOR EVERYONE, AT A COST BEYONE ANYONE'S WILDEST IMAGINATION... 


-- ARREST 
TWENTY- 
SOMETHING 
SAP ANESE- 
AUNER?/CAN 
CITIZEN 
ARRIVING VIA 
COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINE! 


DANGEROUS! 


SHE'S IN A SELF - 


CONTAINED 
ENVIRONMENT-- 
PRACTICALLY A 
CLAY PIGEON! 


JuSsT 


FINISHING 


SOME 


REPORTS! 


OO WE REALLY 
NEED ALL THIS 
FIREPOWER TO 
BRING HER IN? 


PROBABLY 


SOME 7ECAHNO- 
TERRORIST 
WITH 
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION! 


I'LL TAKE ANY 
AOVANTAGE | CAN 
GET ANY DAY OF 
THE WEEK! 


AS LONG AS SHE'S 
ON THAT PLANE-- 


*-- SHE'S AS 
GOOD AS IN 
THE BAG!" 


THE TRACKING BOARD 
A}HAS JUST REGISTERED 
HER FLIGHT AS 


IN FACT, THERE'S A HAVING ARRIVED, 


LINE OF PASSENGERS || _—s*NUMBER SEVEN! 
WAITING TO GET Se 


THROUGH! 


WAY SHE COULD 
EXIT WITHOUT 
ANYONE NOTICING? 


WIGHLY N\——/ THIS |S A A/-7ECH 
DOUBTFUL, FACILITY WITH SHE MUST BE 
= apo os apt a SOMEWHERE WITHIN —= 
vanaaatehot EVEN SHE CAN'T 


THE IMMEDIATE 
DISAPPEAR INTO 
VICINITY, SEVEN! F THIN AIR! 


AGREED, SIR! 
BUT WHERE 
SHALL | S7AR7T 
LOOKING? 


WHERE INDEED DO YOU BEGIN A HUW7 FOR ONE OF THE MOST UNYUSHAL HUMAN 


BEINGS EVER TO WALK THE PLANET? A BEING WHOSE ABILITIES NOT ONLY MAKE 
OST DANGEROUS 


HER SW/QUE AMONG HER OWN KINO, BUT ALSO ONE OF THE M& 
ANO ELUSIVE TO CAPTURE! FOR SHE WIELDS THE POWER TO COW7RG@Z THE 
ELECTRON, WHETHER IT OPERATES THE NERVOUS SYSTE/N OF AN aber MG 


BEING OR THE FUNCTIONALITY OF THE MOST AOVANCED MICROCHIP! 


KER/ KUROSAWA WAS HER FAST! TODAY, SHE IS. 


B RARTICLE.. 


wANO ALL SHE WANTS |S 
THE FREEDOM TO ENJOY 
LIFE LIKE ANY OTHER 
AWERAGE PERSON! 


WHAT SHE WAW7S 
IS ONE THING! 
WHAT SHE HAS IS é 
Ee REALITY... 4 THE "DOGS" 
] ARE ALREADY 
? OUT FOR ME -- 


-- BUT THIS IS 
ONE "For" 
WHO WOM'7 

EASILY BE 
ANT: 


AFTER THIS ONCOMING 
CAR PASSES By I'LL 
MAKE MY BREAK FOR IT! 


DEPENDING ON HOW 
QUICK THIS CAR IS 
REPORTED STOLEN, | 
SHOULO BE ABLE TO 
REACH THE 
CANACIAN- 
AINMERICAN BORCER 
WITHIN A COUPLE OF 
HOURS! 


CIRCLE THE OUTER 
PERIMETER, SEVEN, AND IF 
STILL NO SIGN OF HER, 
RETURN TO BASE! 


| KVOW \'M 
GOING TO 
REGRET THIS 
LATE: 


--BUT | DON'T 
SEE ANY OTHER 
FAST MEANS OF 

ESCAPE! _f 


ANYTHING 445€& 
COULD LEAVE ME 
OPEN TO 
QISCOVERY! 


AS FOR THE 
OWNER OF THIS 
CAR-- 


WE HAVE NOW 
ARRIVEO AT REAGAWV 
INTERNATIONAL! 


WY THE LOCAL TIME |S re 
3:47PM, WITH THE CURRENT \ & 
TEMPERATURE AT SIXTY- 


FOUR DEGREES! al 
Y—-|- 1 
— | or 


VY PLEASE REMAIN IN 
———/ your SEATS LW77L WE 
HAVE COME TOA 
COMPLETE S70P! 


TOCATA -- F&/! 
THE NumBERS, LI WE'RE LOOK/NG FOR 


PEOPLE! PASSENGER! 
ACCIDENTS TO 


HAPPEN! 


¢ 
GET READY! THEY'RE i THIS ONE IN 
OPENING THE DOORS [ a FARTICULARC! : 
wow! | fei WE'RE TOLO SWE'S 
ONBOARD! 


whe HAVEN'T SEEN if 

ANYONE BEARING EVEN i 

7 THE SL/GHTEST UY § Tat THe 
B\ RESEMBLANCE TO THIS _ TIME -- 

Se WOMAN ON THE PLANE, 

“a AGENT TOCATA! ~ 


IT IS THE MICOST 
OESTRUCTIVE WEAPON 
EVER PRODUCED! WE 

THINK IT WILL KNOCK OUT 
VERY THING WITHIN A 
THREE-MILE RADIUS! 


THE BOMB YOU ARE 
ABOUT TO OROFP IS 
SOMETHING WEW IN THE 
HISTORY OF WARFARE! 


“ -- BUT THAT WAS WHEN 
THE WORLO AS | KWEW IT 
HAD CHANGED FOREVER! 


——— 


NOW IF SOMEONE 
WILL PLEASE O/M 
THE LIGHTS... 


THE FLASH OF THE EXPLOSION WAS SEEN FOR MORE THAN 
TEN NILES! A SOLDIER 10,000 FEET AWAY WAS KWOCKED 
OFF HIS FEET! ANOTHER SOLDIER MORE THAN FYVE MILES 
AWAY WAS 7EMPORARILY BLINCED! A GIRL IN A TOWN 
MANY MILES AWAY WHO HAD BEEN SZ/VO ALL HER LIFE SAW 
A FLASH OF LIGHT! THE EXPLOSION WAS HEARD F/F7Y NILES 


SORRY, SIR. THE F/Z/4 
IS GETTING CHEWED 
GP \N THE SPROCKETS! 


\S FILM YOU ARE WO7 


ABOUT TO SEE WAS MACE 
OF THE OMZY TEST WE 
HAVE PERFORMED! THIS IS 
WHAT HAPPENEO -- 


NO ONE KNOWS EXACTLY WHAT WILL HAPPEN 


WHEN THE BOMB IS OROPPED FROM THE AIR. 


THAT HAS NEVER BEEN DONE BEFORE. BUT 
WE OO EXPECT A CLOUD WILL RISE TO AT 
LEAST 30,000 FEET ANDO MAYBE 60,000 FEET, 
PRECEDED BY A FLASH OF LIGHT MUCH 
BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN'S. 


Away! 


WAS THE BEGINNING OF A NEW AGE! 


YOU'RE NOW THE WO77ES7 CREWS IN THE 
AIR FORCE. WO TALKING -- TO AWYONE! 
NO TALKING EVEN AMONGST YOURSELVES! 
NO LETTERS! NO WRITING HOME! NO 
MENTIONING OF THE S£/GA7ES7 POSSIBI- 
LITY OF A MISSION! 


"NOTHING | HAO EVER BEFORE 
EXPERIENCED COULO FOSS/BLY 
PREPARE ME FOR THE EVENTS 
YET UNFOLDING -- 


OT “RU 


ONLY A COUPLE OF 


— a ee reer a 
~ —— ’ =e DbPAAUABAARAKAB PAB 8 e 


Tt Tae Tae, Ad RS 
ee ji I~ ly f Ni 2a 
a 


} _ naar 
MY SIRTH — yD : '@ aa 


CERTIFICATE MAY 
FORTUNATELY, | 
HAVE AN 40G6E/ 


STATE I'M AN 
AUNERICAN -- 


PLEASE 
STATE YOUR 
CITIZENSHA PP! 


-- BUT ORIVING A 
CAR WITH CANALCIAN 
PLATES |S STILL GOING 
TO AROUSE SOME 
QUESTIONS! 


HAY AKU! 
MAY AKL! 


THAT CUSTOMS 

OFFICIAL IS TAKING 

LONGER THAN 
“sal! 


COULD | 
HAVE FORGOTTEN 
ANYTHING OURING 

REP ROGRAIN NING? 


{ 
i) 


OO YOU HAVE A 
REGISTRATION 
CARO? 


EYES: Violet 

SEX: Female 
SONAL — BIRTH: 09.28.08 

LICENSE NUMBER: 82375 


THE CAR 
BELONGS TO 


IVE BEEN STAYING 
WITH HIM ANO MY 
AUNT FLORENCE 
FOR A FEW OAYS! 


HE LET ME USE HIS CAR 
TO TAKE CARE OF 
SOME BUSINESS WHILE 
MINE IS IN THE SHOP! 


EVERYTHING a ie ' , 
ee ee O THe cee vet! Je 
ORDER, MISS WEBB! BELIVED ” ; 

i 


HAVE A 
NICE DAY! 


NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH | TRY 
TO CVWER WY 
7RAUL -- 


oa. 2 
00 
| nS y\ oo 


-- THERE WASNT ¥ 
ANY TRACE OF MS. 

KUROSAWA ON 

BOARD AT ALL! 


QUESTIONING 
EVERYONE WHO WAS 
ON THAT FLIGHT 
PROVED EQUALLY 
USELESS! 


NO ONE HAO EVEN 
SEEN HER, LET 
ALONE HAD ANY 

IDEA AS TO WHO 
SHE 


ANO WHAT 0O YOU 
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT 
WHAT TRANSPIRED, 
AGENT SIKORSK/? 


CA THAT MAY BE, 
4 BUT THE PEOPLE 


EVERYTHING WENT 
OOWN, MA‘AM! 


YOU'RE TO PRESS 
ON WITH OTHER 
MATTERS UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE, 

AGENT TOCATA! 
CISWISSED! 


yOu, AGENT 
SIKORSKI -- 


-- YOU WILL REMA/NV 
TO DISCUSS YOUR 
NEXT ASSIGNMENT! 


= SOMETHING WEIRD WAS GOING ON, ~ 
“ & = ANO | COULD TELL FROM 7QCATA'S 2?) ))), 
= EXPRESSION HE FELT THE SAME THING, 
3 BUT AS | WAS LATER TO LEARN -- NN 


YS ma « i \ \A js 


-- THE REASONS HE WAS BEING BYFASSED IN 
REGARDS TO CONTINUING THE ASSIGNMENT -- 


APPARENTLY, A HIGHER ‘eS 
AUTHORITY BELIEVES \——~ ——, = 

SOMETHING \N BUFFALO, E——) | 
NEW YORK, |S OF SUFFI-’ F——\" | 


CIENT IMPORTANCE TO 
WARRANT SENDING AN 


YOU BETTER 
GET MOVING. 
YOUR PLANE 
LEAVES IN TWO 
HOURS! 


i 


-- WERE THE EXACT 
OPPOSITE OF WHY 
SOMNEONE ELSE 
WANTED ME TO RUN |] 

| WITH THE BALL. 


ARE THEY 
SOULS? 


THIS DOSSI'7T 
EVEN BEGIN TO 
DEFINE WHAT I'M 
TO INVESTIGATE! 


I'LL BE 


= = 
AS | WALKEO OUT OF THAT 
ROOM, | COULON’T HELP BUT 
WONDER ABOUT THE OTHER 
POOR SOULS \N HISTORY 
WHO WERE GIVEN ORDERS 
OF OUB10OUS MERIT FROM 
THEIR GOVERNMENT -- 


¢* 


“-- ANO IF THEY @LES7T/IONEC THE RATIONALE OF 
THOSE ORDERS AS | FELT THE STRONG URGE TO...” 


August 6, 1945 12:30AM 
509th Composite Group Orderly Room 
Tinian Island 


WE MAY BE ON THE SIDE OF THE 
ANGELS, PAORE, BUT | SERIOUSLY 
2OUB7 THE MAN UPSTAIRS WOULD 

GIVE US HIS BLESS/NG ON THIS ONE. 


SY anyway, 

| CAN'T 
AFFORD TO 
DEBATE THE 
MORALITY 
OF WHAT I'M 
ABOUT TO 

DO. 


COLONEL 
TIBBETS? 


i} Z__/ PAORE, WHAT 
| BRINGS YOU OUT 

IN THE DEAD OF 
NIGHT? 


THE GENERAL THOUGHT 

YOU ANO YOUR MEN MIGHT 
APPRECIATE A PRAYER 
BEFORE DEPARTING ON 

YOUR MISSION. 


IVE A JOB, PLAIN ANO 
SIMPLE. I'LL WORRY ABOUT 
MY CONSCIENCE LATER. 


| ALSO KNOW THAT 
I'VE KNOWN ; YOU KEPT YOUR MEN IN 
YOU TOO LONG THE OARK ABOUT THIS MIS- 
TO BELIEVE SION SO THEY WOULON'T HAVE 
THAT, PAUL. \ THE CHANCE TO CONTEM- 
PLATE THEIR ACTIONS. 


| HEARD EVEN BECAUSE THE 
THE GEWERALS ALINIGHTY KNEW HE 
WENT TO WAR NEECED SOMEONE TO 
OVER THIS ONE. \\y OO THE 2/R7Y WORK IN 
ORDER TO FRY 
HIS CA/LORENW! 


COLONEL, DO = 
YOU KNOW WAY MAYBE | COULON’T 
GOO CREATED { SEE THE S/GGER 
THE DEV/L? PICTURE NOW -- 


“ -- BUT WHO'S TO SAY WHAT I'0 TURN ea awZ 
UP ONCE | STARTED DIGGING AROUND... NTT] 


— BS See 


| WAS ALL 
OF FOUR 
YEARS OLO THE 


KOKONI 


IRUBEKIDEWA 
NAIYOUNA IF NOT FOR THE 


KIGASURU. FACT THAT | WAS 
ie é GORN HERE -- 


“ -- | WOULON’T 
FEEL AWY SENSE 
OF CONNECTION!” 


es 


ANY SIGN OF 
HER, NINE? 


POSSIBLY, 
DOCTOR. THERE'S SOMEONE 
SITTING IN A CAR 


— ; 


¥ 
HARD : | 
TO TELL! 


DOES THIS PERSON BEAR 
EVEN THE SLIGHTEST 
RESEMBLANCE TO THE 
MOST RECENT PHOTO 
BELIEVED TO BE OF ALPHA 
TARGET, NING? 


-- AND 
COMPARING WITH 
THE JPEG YOU 

UPLOADED! 


EVEN ALLOWING FOR AGE 

| OIFFERENCE AND HAIR 

STYLES, IT’S HARD TO 
SAY IF WE HAVE A 
POSITIVE MATCH! 


KEEP AN EYE ON HER 
ANYWAY! EVEN IF 
SHE ISN’T THE 
ALPHA TARGET -- 


-- IT’S CONCEIVABLE 
THIS ONE KNOWS 
WHERE SHE |S! 


y ie YOUR SUSPICIONS 
a ox MAY PROVE CORRECT, 


AS DOCTOR -- 


a) OEE = 
aS Nees, 


e) 
2 
< 


F , 


ew 


= HEADING THIS 


-- AS SHE'S 
“GETTING OUT OF 
THE CAR -- 


AGENT 
S/IKORSEK/ \S 
HERE TO SEE 

YOU, SIR! 


WE TEND TO BE 
ON THE RECEIVING 
ENO OF A LOT OF 

JOKES! 


THEIR 7A/ROD 
IN A ROW! THE 
QUARTERBACK 


SO WHO'O 
YOU TICK OFF 
TO GET THIS 
DETAIL, SON? 


REALLY? 


SEEMS 


RATHER NICE 
AROUND 


HERE! 


HEADQUARTERS 
USUALLY SENOS ITS’ 
MOST GNWANTED 

HERE! 


OION'T THEIR 
FOOT EALL TEAM 
JUST WIN A 
SUPER BOWL? 


“Ne 


SO WHAT 
BRINGS YOU 
HERE? 


HAS A GUN FOR 
AN ARM! 


I'M HERE 
CONCERNING THE 
KaURCSAWA DIS- 
APPEARANCE! 


YOU MEAN 
THEY'VE COME 
UP WITH 
SOMETHING? 


WE HAVEN'T 

HAD A LEAD 

ON THAT ONE 
IN YEARS! 


APPARENTLY, 
THERE’S BEEN 
A SIGHTING! 


SINCE THE FAMILY’S 
LAST KNOWN ADORESS 
WAS IN THIS AREA, IT’S 
BELIEVED THEY MAY BE 
ATTEMPTING TO 
RETURN! 


pees: 


“THAT WAS THE A 


‘ 


TRILLION COLLAR fy aw 
QUESTION...’ ay 


Sl AG 


TOWER TO 
OIMPLES EIGHT 
TWO. CLEAR FOR 
TAKE-OFF! 


¢ 


EVERYTHING |S ROV7/NE 


UNTIL THE PATTERN |S 


SROKEN. 


“ONLY THOSE ABOUT 
TO TAKE SNEXPETCT- 
460, DEVASTATING 
ACTION -- 


“-- TAKE GREAT PAINS AT PRESERVING 
THE ALL2/S/ON OF EVERYDAY NORMALCY -- 


LITTLE 
BOY \S NOW 
ARINED, 
COLONEL! 


== UNTIE THE 
MOMENT OF go 


INP ACT!” 


WHEN THE BOMB |S 
DROP PEC, UEUTENANT 
BESSER WILL RECORD 
OUR REACTIONS TO 
WHAT WE SEE! 


WE ARE 
X CARRYING 
THE WORLO’S 
FIRST 
ATOMIC 
SOME! 


THIS RECORDING |S 
BEING MADE FOR 
MISTORY! WATCH 
YOUR LANGUAGE 
AND DON'T CLUTTER 
UP THE INTERCOM! 


“ -- THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED EITHER DION'T Lae 

SEE THE BIGGER PICTURE OR UNDERSTAND “ -- A STATE OF MINO | COULD 
THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THEIR ACTIONS -- RELATE TO VERY MUCH IN 
THE HERE ANO NOW -- 


“ -- WITH EACH 


PASSING MOMENT 
| CONTEMPLATED 


MY CURRENT 
ASSIGNMENT!” 


"WHAT WAS SO INPORTANT ABOUT = 
KER?! KUROSAWA? WHAT HAD SHE DONE 

THAT WARRANTED THE ATTENTION OF 
THE SMITED STATES GOVERNMENT? 


“| WAS WARNED TO TAKE 
ANY ANO ALL % 
PRECAUTIONS, BUT 
NOBODY GAVE ME A CLUE 
AS TO WHAT MACE AER 


a. a OIRECTED TO fe) adhe | 

ARREST HER, ON el | / “IF WE WERE AFTER HER, 
CHARGES THAT IN a : OION'T IT STAND TO 
PLAIN ENGLISH WERE 4 REASON THAT O7VHERS 
NEBULOUS AT BEST... ? MIGHT BE AS WELL? 


“ANO IF SO, WHAT 

SECRETS WOULD | : \ = 
FINO POSSIBLY “~\ O 
ONLOCKED \N HERE?” S~\ 


IT’S ALMOST 
TOO QUIET! 


IT’S WOT THE 
eniit* TARGET, 
IR! 


THERE MUST BE 
NO WITNESSES! 


UNDERSTOOD! 


OBVIOUSLY, 
THIRTEEN! 


seseeeeeenaEr Za’ 


HE TALKS AS IF 
SOMEONE WERE 
COMMUNICATING 
WITH HIM -- 


-- BUT 
THERE'S WO 


ONE ELSE 
AROUND! 


IF | HAO FIGURED | WAS GOING TO BE IN A FIGHT FOR MY LIFE, I'0 HAVE ARMED 


OL ER. 


teedve 


SS in THE | eA NOW FINISH HIM . 

Sy UMN, WHEN HE DID COW- x OFF, THIRTEEN. 
I | 2227, "TWAS Like HIT- ‘Y : 

5d Fao me] TING A SRICK WALL. pee v 


» ' oF 


é re 
IN MY HAZE,1 KEPT THINKING [ih 
OF THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO ie 
USE FORCE TO ACHIEVE THEIR RUS) 

ENDS -- 


MY 


-- ONLY TO ENO UP ENCOUNTERING A STRONGER 
FORCE THAN THEY WERE EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH! 


<u 
\) ; 
ak 


ASTONISHING! 
THIS COULD BE 
PRELIMINARY 
CONFIRMATION 
THAT ALPHA 
TARGET NOT 
ONLY WAS IN 
THE VICINITY -- 


IT’S FORTUNATE | BROKE 
THE LINK WITH THIRTEEN 
S BEFORE THE FEEDBACK 


-- OTHERWISE THE 
CONSOLE WOULDN'T 
¢ BE THE ONLY PIECE 
eZ OF EQUIPMENT WITH 
CAs FRIED CIRCUITS! 


-- IT’S MORE 
IMPERATIVE | 
C) LEARN WHAT'S 
BECOME OF NING 
AND THIRTEEN -- 


-- BUT EVEN MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN | 
BELIEVED POSSIBLE! 


“ .- BEFORE ANY OF THE 
AUTHORITIES DISCOVER 
THE TRUTH!” 


ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 


NEAT TRICK, 
MISS -- 7 


'M NOT IN 
THE HABIT OF 
IDENTIFYING 


| WAS SENT TO 
AP PREMHENCD YOU, 
BUT | HAVE A HARO 
TIME TAKING INTO 
CUSTODY SOMEONE 
WHO MAY HAVE 
SAWED My LIFE! 


ESPECIALLY 
WHEN I'M NOT 
TOLD WAY! 


YOU'RE JUST CAN YOU 
GUESSING! EXPLAIN THE 
, (UWE 


YOU'RE A CONTRARY TO 
COVERNMENT POPULAR BELIEF, 

AGENT, ANO YOU NOT ALL OF US 

OON'7 KNOW? ARE IN ON THE 


CONSPIRACY! 


In 


YOU L00K -- ANO NOW -- BUT WHEN | 
HONEST! YOU MAY OUT OF SIGHT, eile ol ried 
EVEN BE TELLING OUT OF MINO! HROU 
THE 7ROUTHAS PUBERTY -- 


PEOPLE | DON'T EVEN 
KNOW HAVE BEEN 
AFTER ME EVER SINCE! 


OON'T UNODER- 
STANO THE 


OFF WITH MY 
SISTER AIWTA -- 


| PRESUME WHAT 
| WITNESSED 
WAS JUST A 

SMALL SAMPLE? 


BARELY 
SCRATCHES THE 
SURFACE! 


| HAVE TO 
CALL IN THE 
MEDICS FOR 
OUR FRIEND 
HERE! 


-- ANO | LET HER GO 
| SHOULO’VE HANDED JUST LIKE THAT! HOW 
IN MY RESIGNATION COULO | JUSTIFY MY 
RIGHT THEN AND THERE. ACTIONS? 


THERE WERE TOO 
MANY @VES7TIONS 


ANO_NOT ENOUGH 
ANSWERS! 


di Biddy N ay 


I FOUND ANY LEADS AS 
4 TO HER FAMILY’S 
WHEREABOUTS -- 


-- OR IF SHE EVEN 
KNEW ANYTHING AT 
ALL ABOUT THE 

MEN WHO TRIED 

TO CAPTURE HER. 


af anEe' seve 


some of the thought balloons are in 
Japanese when English was doing just fine 
up until then? What's with the World War Il 
sequences? And who was that weird guy in 
the hi-tech control room? Fair questions all, 
and the reason for this page in every issue. 
This is where you'll come to find the english 
translation of any caption in a foreign lan- 
guage, most notably Japanese for our pur- 
poses, as well as background information of 
the characters and plots | haven't space for 
in the current issue, but which has been 
revealed in previous issues. 


Since this is the debut issue, it’s hard to have 
previous information about a series that 
hasn't existed before. Unless you were one 
of the fortunate readers to pick up a copy 
of SONIC SUPERSPECIAL #7 (featuring the 
now-famous Sonic-lmage Crossover classic 
published by Archie Comics) where Particle 
and her sister Tsunami, not to mention our 
mysterious villain this issue, were introduced, 
or the 16-page THELOST ONES: FOR YOUR 
EYES ONLY sneak preview I’ve been promot- 
ing at various conventions, featuring infor- 
mation about the characters and setting of 
this series, chances are this is your first expo- 
sure to the world of THE LOST ONES. With that 
in mind, it’s only fair that some background 
be provided. 


TRANSLATION 


Let’s take the easiest question first: the use 
of the Japanese language. Keri Kurosawa 
(AKA Particle) and her sister may have been 
born Japanese-American, but they were 
raised primarily in Japan, having grown up 
using Japanese as much as English, and 
tend to lapse into talking and thinking in 
Japanese, especially in moments of stress. 


As a creator, | _ initially wanted to use 
Japanese much more extensively than | 
ended up doing. | decided in the end to 
simply use it very sparingly at first in order to 
allow readers to grow comfortable with the 
concept, giving me a chance to reassure 
them | wouldn’‘t leave them hanging in the 
dark. 


Like the culture that spawned it, the 
Japanese language is a subtle and vague 
one. In most cases, there are no literal trans- 
lations on a one-to-one basis. Tone and 
inflection can alter the very context in 
which a word is used. 


Thus, on page nine, when Keri is impatient- 
ly thinking “Hayaku! Hayaku!”, which is pro- 
nounced ha-ya-koo, it can be interpreted 
as either “Hurry! Hurry!” or “Quick! Quick!” 
We Americans might be muttering “C’mon! 
C’mon!” to ourselves, but it doesn’t trans- 
late directly as such in Japanese. 


The same applies to page 14, panel 2, 
when Keri is sitting in the car looking upon 
her family home for the first time in years, 
and thinks “Kokoni irubekidewa naiyouna 
kigasuru.” In english, Keri would be thinking 
“| really don’t belong here”, but in 
Japanese, pronounced co-co-nee ee-roo- 
beh-kee-deh-wa_ nigh-yoy-na kee-ga-soo- 
roo, the phrase translates to the female 
form of “| don’t think | should be here.” (In 
this case, the male form is the same, but in 
many expressions there is a difference.) 


Thus, one of the main keys for understand- 
ing Japanese is how a word or phrase is 
used. It varies depending on the circum- 
stances and content. 


Another example is the fan art page, 
where Tsunami greets everyone with “kon- 
nichi wa”, pronounced kuh-nee-chee wa, 
which can used as either ‘hello” or “good 
afternoon”. 


As for the Japanese characters on page 
one, the first ten readers who send in the 
correct translation will each win a free 
sketch of Particle from yours truly. The win- 
ners’ names will be printed in next issue’s 


letters page, as well as displayed on the 
Lost Ones website (www.thelostones.com). 


CHARACTERS 


Okay, the name of the book is THELOST 
ONES, so who and what are they? 


As you may have guessed, Keri is but one of 
the many Lost Ones you'll encounter in the 
upcoming issues. Who and what they are is 
the big mystery that both you and our char- 
acters are on a journey to uncover. 


Fortunately for her, though she may not 
think so at this time, Keri has an unsuspect- 
ing ally in the form of FBI Agent Julian 
Sikorski, a by-the-book agent who’s clearly 
going places within the bureau. In his late 
20s and single, it’s quite possible his motives 
for releasing Keri were more than just recip- 
rocal for saving his life. 


Our villain, though not yet named, already 
presents a figure that suggests something 
more than human or not quite, depending 
upon one’s point-of-view. Though a major 
player in the events yet to unfold, it remains 
to be seen where he fits in the overall 
scheme, and whose interests he’s really 
serving. (Those of you who paid attention 
during SONIC SUPERSPECIAL#7 have a 
head start as to his identity, whereas those 
who've read THE LOST ONES: FOR YOUR EYES 
ONLY already know.) 


As for his hi-tech soldiers, or drones, there’s 
more than a few secrets waiting to be told 
about them, and theyre not quite so obvi- 
ous at first glance as you may think. 


In regards to Agent Tocata and Julian’s 
superior, for the moment, they are merely 
background players in the overall tapestry 
of our narrative, but who’s to say they may 
not play a bigger part at some point in the 
future? 


In the next issue, you'll meet three new key 
figures, as well as learn a lot more about the 
ones featured in this issue. 


SETTING 


Initially, | thought of establishing the setting 
of this series as taking place literally tomor- 
row. What | opted for instead was simply to 
say to anyone who asked that THELOST 
ONES perpetually takes place five to fifteen 


years from our today, allowing me the luxu- 
ry of anticipating where we as a society 
are going and not getting pinned down 
with any arbitrary date that we’ll eventual- 
ly catch up with at some point. 


(One of the most disheartening aspects of 
any science fiction story | enjoyed while 
growing up is that those stories which took 
place during established dates we’ve long 
since passed by cannot be reconciled with 
the reality we currently live in. We haven't 
experienced the eugenics wars that Star 
Trek informed us about, nor are we on the 
verge of going to Mars, let alone Alpha 
Centuri as the Space Family Robinson were 
about to do, any time soon. And | don't 
even want to think about 2001.) 


THEME 


In the coming issues, we'll be re-establishing 
previous plotlines for those who missed 
what came before, but for now, I'd like to 
talk about what this book is about. 


It’s about the journey of discovering who 
oneself is, where a person fits into the over- 
all scheme of life, and the options one has 
along the course of his/her life. It’s about 
daring to dream for something better in life, 
and taking action to make it come true. 
Standing in the way are those who want 
everyone to conform of how they see life 
should be, and they'll do anything they 
can to ensure everyone falls in line with that 
vision. 


THE LOSTONES is also about acceptance, 
getting along with others regardless of the 
differences, and maybe, sometimes, 
because of them. 


Join us again next issue, won’t you, as we 
resume the journey..together. 


NOTE: 
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INMMAY 2000! 
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YOUR COPY 
NOW!ISS 


KONVICA Wi! MY NAME |S 7SUNAM/ --OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS KERI'S YOUNGER SISTER AIITA -- ANO I'0 
LIKE TO PRESENT THE VERY FIRST 


tosT 


ONES 
FAN ART PAGE 


LOOK FOR 
ME NEXT 
/SSUE! 


LIEN NYUGEN 
San Diego, CA 


Send your drawings, either 
black & white or color to: 


LOST ONES FAN ART PAGE 
109 South Ellicott Street 
Williamsville, NY 
14221-6922 


Or you can e-mail: 
thelostones@thelostones.com 


NOTE: Artwork will not be 
returned. Any entries not 
printed will be displayed 
online at 
www.thelostones.com 


JULIE MIYAMOTO 
Johnston City, TN 


thE toOst & Found déF Tt. 


Welcome to what will become our letters 
page, currently known as THE LOST AND 
FOUND DEPT., as of the next issue. Should 
any of the readers out there come up with 
a better suggestion for a logo to use on this 
page, feel free to submit your idea. If | use 
it, you'll receive acknowledgement, and a 
piece of Lost Ones original art. 


Since | have a page fo fill this issue in the 
meantime, | thought I'd take this opportu- 
nity to say a few things I've been wanting 
to for a long time. 


As | write this just before the book is being 
sent to the printers, | am reminded it’s been 
fourteen years since | landed my first pro- 
fessional assignment as a comic book illus- 
trator. 


Since that time I’ve written and illustrated a 
number of stories for a variety of series, 
including STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION, 
STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE, ADVANCED 
DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, CAPTAIN ATOM, 
THE JAGUAR, SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN, 
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.LE., GREEN HORNET, 
FLARE, SHADOWBLADE, ARCHIE & FRIENDS, 
and BETTY among many others, for a vari- 
ety of publishers such as DC, Marvel, 
Malibu, Now, Eternity and several others. 


My most notable accomplishment until 
now beyond my STAR TREK assignments has 
been a six year and counting stint with 
Archie comics, writing and drawing a num- 
ber of stories featuring SONIC THE HEDGE- 
HOG and KNUCKLES THE ECHIDNA, to say 
nothing of contributing to the company’s 
core cast of characters whenever time has 
allowed. 


It's because of working on SONIC and 
KNUCKLES -- which originally started out as 
merely the opportunity to create stories 
featuring my son’s favorite characters -- 
that the experience has grown and 
evolved into something more, providing 
the impetus of why I’m now embarking into 
uncertain waters with the launch of my 
own self-created series. 


Whatever happens, |’m grateful to have 
this opportunity, and I'd like to thank the 
following people who helped me along 
the way, in one form or another. 


I'd like to start with Bob Greenberger, who 
gave me a shot with my first pro assign- 
ment on the WHO'S WHO IN STAR TREK pro- 
ject. Other industry professionals who assist- 
ed in my development include Dick 
Giordano, John Romita, Don Perlin, Elliot S! 
Maggin, Michael Golden, Jim Owsley, 
Victor Gorelick, Paul Castiglia, Scott Fulop, 
Justin Gabrie and Jim Valentino. 


Then there’s the usual support group con- 
sisting of the requisite relatives -- my uncles 
Norm, Daniel, Stephen and Paul, aunts 
Lucy, Florence, Belinda and Emily, my 
grandmother Florence -- and close friends 
-- Ray, Brad, Demmy, Al, Anita, Laura, 
Danny, Doug, Tom, Linda, Ron, Jenny and 
anyone else | may have inadvertently left 
out. 


Among those no longer with us, but who 
certainly were there for me when | needed 
them include Kim Yale and Larry Juliano, as 
well as my father Kenneth, dziadzia 
Stephen, great-aunts Jean and Frances 
and surrogate mom Camille Winter. 


A special thanks goes to a special group 
without whom | would have never made it 
this far -- my mother Rita, my brothers Tim 
and John, and my other family -- George 
Sr, George Jr and Tom Winter. 


Above all else, however, are the four most 
special people in my life -- Stephen, Cara, 
Colin and Bernie, for whom this book is 
dedicated. There’s no way | could have 
done this without you. 


Please send all letters to: 
THE LOST & FOUND DEPT. 
109 South Ellicott Street 


Williamsville, NY 14221-6922 
Address all e-mail to: 
thelostones @ thelostones.com 
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ARCHIE COMIC PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
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Avalon Studio's Aria! oe Jay Anacleto 
Todd McFarlane’s Angela! Brian Holguin 
Explosive Second Issue! April 2000 


WWW.aValoncomics.com 


ARIA™ is trademark and copyright© Brian Haberlin and Avalon Studios 2000 ANGELA™ is trademark and copyright© Todd McFarlane 2000 
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NOT TOO FAR 
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FUTURE, 
EVERYONE 
WILL HAVE 

TO CHOOSE! 


With topnotch art, 
an engaging stroy and 
sharacters you can 
easliy believe in, THE 
LOST ONES is every- 
thing comics should 
be’a lot of fun.” 
STEVE BENNETT 
Dark Star Ill 
{writer & 
artistt 
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